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much more lately, and with regard to a different
.subject. At first it was intended that France should
be shut out from consultation or share in the new
arrangement; but the ingenuity, the subtlety, the
persuasiveness, and the perseverance of Talleyrand,
the French statesman, succeeded in prevailing on
the representatives of the great victorious Powers to
allow France some voice in the settlement wherein
her national interests were so profoundly concerned.
The name of Talleyrand is one of the three great
names which will always belong to the history of the
French Revolution, the other two being those of
Mirabeau and Napoleon. European statesmanship,
up to that time, took no account of the feelings or
wishes of nationalities and populations when coming
to a settlement after a victorious war. When a party
of gamesters have finished their night of play they
simply count up the gains and losses and allocate the
coins on the table. It naturally does not occur to
them to consider whether the gold and silver pieces
themselves have any feeling in the matter, and would
prefer to remain with this player or to be handed
over to that other. The statesmen assembled at the
Congress of Vienna concerned themselves just as
little about the sentiments and the predilections of
the populations with whom they had to deal. Paris
was at this time occupied by the soldiers of England
and of Prussia. Louis XVIIL, as it was agreed that
he should be called, was put on his ancestral throne.
The understanding was that the Bourbon monarchy
was established for ever, and that there was an end
for all time of any dream of Republic in France.